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Greek

‘EAAN Nag;
‘EAAN A poud, vad...
‘EAAN Nat, €dw elpat...
‘EAAN Nat, 6Aa elvat evtdEed.
EAAN Maud, 6yt Twpa. Agv g{pal akdua oto Egvodoyeio.
‘EAAN Evxaplotw. Mewa!

Romanization
Elli Nai?
Elli A mama, nai...
Elli Nai, ed6 eimai...
Elli Nai, 6la einai entdxei.
Elli Mama, échi téra. Den eimai akéma sto xenodocheio.
Elli Evcharistd. Geid!

English

Elli Hello?
Elli Ah, mom! Yes...
Elli Yes, I'm here...
Elli Yes, everything is alright...
Elli Mom, not now. I'm not at the hotel yet...
Elli Thank you. Bye!

Vocabulary
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Greek Romanization English
VoL nai yes
o mama mom
0w edd here
elpoat eimai lam
OAQ Ola everything
eVTAEeL entaxei OK
oL ochi no
TWPA toéra now
dev den not, don't
aKOU akéma still, yet
oTo sto at, in
ELYOPLOTW efcharisto thank you
YELX geia hi, bye
Eevodoyelo xenodocheio hotel

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

Nat, eiuat EAAnvac.

"KaAd Xptotovyevva uauda!"

H napaAia eivat pakpid and £60.
EAa e6W!

E{uat té00 Kovtd, aAAd T600 HaKPLQ.

Eluat unxavikdc.

Eluat n Mapla.

Agv eluat EAAnvac.

Eluat andé tnv Aueptkn.
Eluat evtdéel.

Oxt, 6¢€ Ba €pBw.

Oxt 6ev €xw wiAa.

TWwpa WAdw O0TO THAEPWVO.

Egpaya nadpa moAv Kat TWpa UE MOVAEL TO

OTOUAXL UOv.

AEV KOUVWVELG?
Agv meLvael.

Agv eluat EAAnvac.

AKOUQ waxvw To vonua tn¢ Cwig.

El{uaotav otnv 6dAAaoca 6An uépa.

"Yes, | am Greek."

"Merry Christmas mommy!"
"“The beach is far from here."

"Come here!"

| am an engineer.
"I'm Maria."
"I'm not Greek."

“I'm so close, and yet so far."

“I am from America."

"I'm OK."

“No, | won't come."

"No, | don’t have change."

“I'm talking on the phone now."

"l ate too much, and now my stomach

hurts."

"Aren't you cold?"
"He's not hungry."
"I'm not Greek."

"I am still searching for the meaning of

life."
"We were at the sea all day."
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Evxaplotw yta to dwpo. "Thank you for the gift."
ELXAPLOTW TOAD. "Thank you very much."
eta oov, MixdaAn! "Good-bye, Michael!"
lewa oou, EAgva! "Hello, Elena!"

Vocabulary Phrase Usage

1. When learning a Greek verb, something like "to go", "to be", "to have" or the
like, you will always learn the I-form instead, "I go", "l am", "l have". This is also
the form that you will find in dictionaries. The reason for this is that there is no
direct equivalent of the infinitive in Greek.

2. In this lesson, we've seen "e{pal" (I am). It's the base form of the irregular verb
"to be", which we'll study in the next lesson. For now, all we've seen is "e{pat" (I
am) and "elval" (he/she/it is).

3. Note that Greek verbs do not require a pronoun. That is, Elli can say "€dw
e{pad”, literally "here am", and the "I" is understood. The pronouns are only used
when we want to emphasize something. This is the same as in Italian or Spanish.

Grammar Points

The focus of this lesson is pronunciation
Acgv gipal akéua oto Esvoboxsio.
“I'm not at the hotel yet."

Greek pronunciation is pretty straightforward and the spelling is almost phonetic.
Even the word stress is easy, since it is indicated with a little accent mark above
the vowel. Still, there are a few difficulties in the form of letters that don't sound
as you'd expect.
¢ Beta (Brita) does not sound like B but like V. In fact, there is no /b/ sound
in Greek except as /mb/, and even then it's mostly used for foreign words.
The /mb/ sound is spelled MP (jut mt).
e By the same token, Delta (6éAta) does not sound like D; it sounds like the
TH in "that". The /d/ sound pretty much only appears in the combination
/nd/, spelled as NT (vt Taw).
¢ Gamma (ydpa), the Greek equivalent of G, has two pronunciations. If
Gamma is followed by a front vowel like /e/ or /i/, it sounds approximately
like Y in "year". If Gamma is followed by an /a/, /o/ or /u/ sound however,
it sounds like a throaty R. By contrast, the actual Greek R (po) is rolled at
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the front of the mouth.

e Chi (xt) also has two pronunciations. If you studied German, this will be
easy for you, because the two pronunciations are exactly the same as the
German CH sound. When combined with a back vowel like /a/, /o/ or /u/,
Chi is throaty, as in the name of the composer "Bach". When combined
with a front vowel like /e/ or /i/, Chi is pronounced as in the German word
for 1, "ich". If you can't produce this sound yet, try saying Y as in "year",
draw it out "yyyyyy" and then keep this mouth position and exhale
instead.

¢ Finally, I should warn you about the Greek letter Ipsilon. Most of the time,
it is just another way of writing the "eee" sound, just like the letters Ita
and lota. However, in the combination with Omikron it sounds like "00",
and in combination with Alpha or Epsilon it sounds like /f/ or /v/ ... as in
Evxaplotw!

Cultural Insight

* Family is very important for the Greeks, as for most Southern Europeans. There
is a very special bond between family members, which sometimes seems
strange to people from other cultures.

* Young people usually live with their parents until they get married. Even if they
go to another city or country for their studies, they go back to live with their
parents when they finish their studies.

* Greek parents are very supportive of their children. Because the benefits
provided by the Greek government are not sufficient to cover people’s essential
expenses, they get financial support from their parents when they study in
another city or country, or if they are unemployed. Parents don’t give loans to
their children because for them it is an obligation to support their children.

* Sometimes, Greek parents financially support their children even if they work
because salaries are low compared to those in the US.

* However, they can also be very intrusive sometimes, and have constant
arguments with their children if they don’t approve of their lifestyle or of the way
they raise their children. Some issues like homosexuality are still taboo in Greek
families, even in big cities.

* Even when the parents are not wealthy, they support their children and their
children’s family in other ways, such as by babysitting their grandchildren or
cooking for them.

* Family members are very close to even more distant relations (grandparents,
uncles and aunts, cousins, and so forth). They spend Easter and Christmas
together, and in the past it was very common to spend Sundays together as well,
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but nowadays this tradition is becoming less widespread.
* Greek women are usually overprotective and proud of their sons. They often
show favoritism by preparing special meals for them or by boasting about their

scores at school.


http://www.tcpdf.org

	Table of Contents
	Greek
	Romanization
	English
	Vocabulary
	Vocabulary Sample Sentences
	Vocabulary Phrase Usage
	Grammar Points
	Cultural Insight

