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Formal Greek

ABrva

H ABriva BplokeTal 0T0 KEVTPLKO TUAMA TNG EAAGDAC Kol amoteAel TNV
npwtedovoa ToL aUYXPOVOU EAANVIKOU KPpATOULG, HLa TIOAN- KEVTPO
dlapdpewaong tTov AuTLKOD TIOALTLOMOU, e TOALTApayn LoTtopla.

20MQWVA HE TN HLBOoAOY(a, anmékTnoe TOo dvopa TNG and Tn Bed ABnva
0oTEPA AMd CLYVAYWVIOUS Ue Tov NMooeldwva yla TNV avadelgEn tou
MPOCTATN TNG MOANG.

H wotopia tng Bewpeltatl nwg Eekwd NdN and tnv NeoAlBkA enoxr,
aVaOELKVOETAL QWG OE KEVTPO TMOALTIOMOU Kot dtavénong Katd tnv
apyxotdTnTa Kot edikdTEPa otnVv Xpvor emnoxn (500-300 nX), ondTe KL
urAKav Ta BepéAla TNG dNUOKPATIOG KoL avantOXONKav ol TEXVEC Kal T
YPAUMaTO. XapaKTNPLOTIKO EMITELYPA EKE(VNG TNC EMOXNAC ATOV N
KaTtaokeur] Tou MapBevwva. And tTo 146 nX, HE TNV LIMAYWYH TNG OTNV
Pwuaik avtokpatopla Kol TNV EEAMAWGCN TOL XPLOTLAVIOMOU, APXLOE va
EeBwplalel n Aduyn kat n 66&a tng. 1310 xpdvia apydTEPQ, MEPVA OTNY
Katoxn Twv OBwupavwy yia 400 xpdvia, ws to 1821 mov EeKvd 0 aywWvaGg
aveEaptnolag. Katd tn didpkelta avtri¢ TG meptddov n ABriva vméatn
TMOAAEG KATAOTPOPEG KAl OE UvNUElX HEYAANG PXALOAOYLKNG onuaciag.

H oOyxpovn wotopla tnG Eekwvd to 1834 ue tnv avakApuEn Tng o€ véa
MPWTEDOLOA TOL KPATOUG, LE BLEdQopa YEYOVOTA va TNV onUadebouy,
Onw¢ N MikpaolatikA KataoTpoen (1922), o 20¢ Maykdouiog MOAAguoC, N
€kpnEn olkoBouLKAC dpaotnpLéTnTag To ‘60 Kat n e{codog otnv
Evpwnaiki Evwon (1981).

H néAn anoteAeital and d0o KEvTpa, To apyaio Kat To olyxpovo, Ta omnola
evwvovTal péoa and Eva cboTnua NMeCodpduwv. To apyaio TUAUA
nepAauBdvel mTANOBWPA apXaLOAOYLIKWY XWPwWv (AKPOTIOAN, Apxala ayopd,
Kepauelkdc) Kat maAatwv ouvolklwy (MAdka, ©noelo, Movaotnpdkt) mov
ylvovtal avTIANTITA oToV SLEPYOUEVO TIEPATTIKO, ATIOTEAWVTAG KOUUATL
™NG KaBnuepwoéTNTAG TWY ABNVaiwv.

H oOyxpovn elkéva tnG mMOANG dlapoppwveTal amnd pvnuela kat onitia
NEOKAQOLKOU XAPAKTHPQA, TOAVKATOLKIEC TOU HOVTEPVOL KLVANATOG Kot
oOyxpova kthpla. MAateleg Kat plkpd ndpka yepi{Covv amnd KOOUO Kot
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yivovTtal Ta KEvTpa KABe yeLTOVIAC. 2’ auTEéC Sladpapatietal n Cwri Twyv
ABnvaiwv pépa Kat voxTa, Je payoalld, TaRBEPVEC Kal umap KOTA& UAKOG
TWY 6pOUWVY va CLVBETOLY TO VLUXTEPLVO TOTIO TNG MOANG.

H ABriva el{val pia méAn yepdtn wn, €va GOVOAO amnd LOTOPLKA KOUUATLA,

OmoL KaVE(G MEPMATWVTAC UNMOPE( va evToT{OEL TNV LOTOPLKH TMopEela TOL
EAANVIKOU TOALTIONOD amd TNV apxaldTNTA HEXPL CAUEPQ.

English

Athens

Athens is situated in the central part of Greece and is the capital of the
contemporary Greek state. It is a central city in Western civilization’s
configuration with a turbulent history.

According to mythology, it acquired its name from the goddess Athena
after she competed with Poseidon for the nomination of the city’s
protector.

Its history is considered to have started in the Neolithic era, though it
became a civilization and intellectual center during ancient times, and
especially during the Golden Era (500-300 BC), when the foundations of
democracy were set and arts and crafts were developed. The
achievement that characterized that era was the construction of the
Parthenon. Since 146 BC, with the assimilation of Athens into the Roman
empire and the spread of Christianity, the city’s glory began to fade out.
About 1310 years later, Ottomans occupied it for four hundred years until
1821 when the battle for independence started. During this period,
Athens suffered much destruction to monuments of great archeological
interest.

Contemporary history begins in 1834 with the proclamation of the city as
the new capital of the state, with many facts to mark it, such as the War
in Asia Minor (1922), the Second World War, the construction boom of the
1960s, and the entrance into the European Union (1981).

The city consists of two centers, the ancient and the contemporary, which
are connected by a system of pedestrian areas. The ancient part contains
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a plethora of archeological sites (Acropolis, Ancient Agora, Keramikos)
and old districts (Plaka, Thisio, Monastiraki) that become perceptible to
passersby by being part of the Athenians’ everyday life.

The monuments and houses of Neoclasical character, apartment flats of
the modern movement, and contemporary buildings, shape the
contemporary image of the city. Plazas and small parks are filled with
people and have become the centers of each neighborhood. In them, the
life of the Athenians’ day and night takes place, with shops, taverns, and
bars along the streets to compose the nighttime landscape.

Athens is a city full of life, a group of historical pieces, where, while
walking, one can trace the historical route of Greek civilization from

ancient times until today.

Vocabulary
Greek Romanization English
noAn poli town
o0yXpPovog sihronos contemporary
uvnueio mnimio monument
EAAGOQ Eldda Greece
Lotopla istoria history
apyaio arhéo ancient
TTOALTIOUOC politismds civilization
Cwn zoi life
OAMEPQ simera today

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

H néAn tng MNatpacg givat dtaonun yta to"The city of Patras is famous for its

KapvaBaAtL tng.

AUplo Ba ndue oto Movoegio X0yxpovng

Texvng.

O Mapbevwvac eivat Eva onuavtiko

pvnueio moAttiouoo.

H EAAdba eivat ula BaAkavikn xwpea.
H totopia tnc EAAGbac Eskivad and ta

carnival."

Contemporary Art."

"Tomorrow we will visit the Museum of

"The Parthenon is an important

monument of civilization."

"Greece is a Balkan country."
"The history of Greece starts in ancient
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apyaia xpovia. times."
To apxaio eAAnvIkS aApaBnTto bitapépet "The ancient Greek alphabet differs
anod TO ONUEPLVO. from today's."
O moAtTioudc tne apxaiac EAAddac "The civilization of ancient Greece is
PewpelTat mMoAV onUAVTIKOC. considered to be very important.”
H kaBnuepwvr Cwn otnv ABrva slvat "Daily life in Athens is difficult."

O0U0KOAN.
Jhuepa Ba ndw uta BOATa ue tn Zopla. "Today | will go for a walk with Sofia."

Cultural Insight

Two Important Monuments: The Acropolis and Herodio

The Acropolis is one of the seven hills of Athens on which many important
archeological monuments with the most important links to Western civilization
were constructed, including the Parthenon and the Erechtheum with the
Caryatids. Nowadays, only replicas of the rich sculptural decorations exist on this
hill, since the prototypes were transferred for protection to the New Museum of
Acropolis, a contemporary building of symbolic and architectural importance
designed by the architect Bernard Tschumi. At the foothills is located the Herodio,
a Roman theater offered by Herod the Attic, with a special structure and
morphology: the spectators have the possibility of enjoying the view of the city
while watching the performances that take place even today.
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