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Greek

AnAadn, avtd dev elval To Agpodpdio Tng ABrvac;

AuTo elval To agpodpduLo TnG ABrivacg, OPWC N EPLOXN
avth dev elval ABriva!

Kat to kK€vtpo elvat MOAD pakpld and e6wW;

MNeploodTtepo and o wpa. E6W elvat EAAGSA!

Romanization

Diladi auto den einai to aerodromio tis Athinas?
Auto einai to aerodromio tis Athinas, omos i periohi auti
den einai Athina!

Kai to kentro einai poly makria apo edo?
Perissotero apo mia ora. Edw einai Ellada!

English

So this is not Athens’ airport?
This is Athens’ airport, but this area is not Athens.

So downtown is very far from here?
More than an hour. This is Greece!

Vocabulary



GreekPod101.com

Learn Greek with

Podcasts

Greek Romanization English
KEVTPO kentro downtown (literally,
“center”)
elvat einai is
HOKpPL& makrid far
and apoé from
0L edé here
MEPLOOOTEPO perissotero more
Ll Wpa mia ora one hour
KOTIEAQ kopéla young woman
AuTo bev elval Auto den einai this is not
TWPA tora now

Vocabulary Sample Sentences

"I will go downtown."

"The beach is far from here."
"The beach is far from here."
"It's far from here."

"The beach is far from here."
" am from America."

"It's far from here."

"The beach is far from here."
"Come here!"

"I need more time."

Oa ndw oTO KEVTPO.

H napaAia eivat pakpid and £560.

H napaAia elvat uakptd and 6.

Elvat pakptd amnd €64.

H napaAia elvat uakptd and 6.

Eluat andé tnv Aueptkn.

Elvat pakpta amnd £564.

H napaAia eivat pakpid and £560.

EAa e6W!

Xpewalouat mepLooOTEPO XPOVO.

Oa £pBel oc UL wpa. "He will come in an hour."

Eba uta EavBia konéAa. "| saw a blonde girl."

H konéAa akoUet uovotkr ue akovotikd. "The girl is listening to music with
headphones."”

AUTO b¢v glval Taodk. "This is not an ashtray."

Twpa WAAwW OTO THAEPWVO. "I'm talking on the phone now."

Egpaya napa moAv kat tTwpa ue movdet to "l ate too much, and now my stomach

OTOUAXL UOv. hurts."

Vocabulary Phrase Usage
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e The first sentence, diladi, auto den einai to aerodromio tis Athinas, starts

with the particle diladi, which roughly translates to the English "so" or
"that is to say." This means that the conversation has already started
before this sentence and that the speaker (in this case, the main
character) asks for some clarification or further explanation. Diladi is a
very useful Greek word, and it is good to remember it.

In the last sentence, the airport clerk replies to the main character's
question "how far is the airport" by using time, not distance (perissotero
apo mia ora, "more than an hour"). This is rather common in Greece; for
some reason, most people think of distances in terms of the time it takes
to cover them than of the actual kilometers involved). Hence, a very
common idiom is X ora/ores dromos, which literally means "X hour/hours
street" but actually means "it takes X hour/hours to get there."

A characteristic of the Greek language that might confuse English
speakers is that many parts of speech are gendered and numbered. Since
both the subject of genders and the subject of numbers are quite broad,
we will examine them in detail in future lessons; for the moment, it would
be better to focus on the masculine gender and the singular number: all
our sample sentences are in the first person singular, and in our dialogue,
we have three cases of neuter/singular:

Auto einai/den einai to aerodromio tis Athinas

"This is/is not Athens' airport."

2.

To kentro einai poly makria apo edo?

“(Is) downtown is very far from here?"

3.

Edo einai Ellada.

"This is Greece."

and one case of feminine/singular:
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1. | periohi auti den einai Athina.
"This area is not Athens."

Grammar Points

The Focus of This Lesson Is the Verb "to Be" in Modern Greek.
AvTO €ival To agpodbpouo

Auto einai to aerodromio.

“This is the airport."”

In this lesson, we will focus on the use of the verb "to be" in Modern Greek. As is
the case with most languages, the verb "to be" is one of the most commonly
used verbs in Modern Greek. Contrary to English, though, we do not use the verb
"to be" as an auxiliary verb (i.e., to form different types of verbs); we mostly use
it in its "official capacity" to show the existence or the presence of a thing or a
situation.

Since the conjugation of verbs can be quite tricky in Greek, in this lesson we will
present only the first person singular of the verb "to be" in the present
affirmative, negative, and interrogative form.

Present - Affirmative (Singular)

Greek IRomanization "English"
Eyw elpat Ego eimai "l am"

Present - Negative (Singular)

Greek IRomanization "English"
Eyw 6ev elual Fgo then eimai "l am not"
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Present - Interrogative (Singular)
Greek Romanization "English"
Eyw slpay; Fgo eimai? "Am 1?"
Sample Sentences
Greek IRomanization "English"
Eyw e{pat dvtpag Fgo eimai antras. ['l am a man."
Eyw elpal yiatpdc  [Ego eimai giatros. ['l am a doctor."
Eyw e{poat EAAnvag  [Ego eimai Ellinas. ['l am Greek."
Eyw elpat Fgo eimai "l am hungry."
MELVOOUEVOC einasmenos.
Eyw 6ev eluat Fgo den eimai "l am not tired."
KOLPOOUEVOG kourasmenos.
Eyw €lpat pévog oto [Ego eimai monos  ['l am home
oTmiTL sto spiti. dlone."
Eyw 6ev elpat otnv  [Ego den eimai stin ['l am not in
ALEPLKN Ametriki. America."

Eyw g{pal otnv
ABVQ

Fgo eimai stin
Athina.

"l am in Athens."

Eyw elpat pokpld and
TO omniTL Uov

Fgo eimai makria
apo to spiti mou.

"l am far from
home."

Eyw elpal oto
Vpageio

Fgo eimai sto
grafeio.

"l am at the

office."

Cultural Insight

Speaking English in Greece

While Greek is one of the oldest languages in the world and has been the basis of
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all European languages, the small size of Greece and its eventful history haven't
allowed for the use of Greek much outside the borders of the country. This
means that most Greeks need to learn at least one more language. For the last
forty years or so, this language has been almost exclusively English. Depending
on where you are in Greece or whom you are talking to, the level of English will
vary from basic understanding to almost native-level proficiency. (Many Greeks
study in English-speaking countries, so their English can surprise you!) So
chances are that if you get stranded anywhere in the country with no knowledge
of Greek whatsoever, you will manage to get by with your English. Having said
that, Greeks generally have a tremendous respect for foreigners who know even
a little bit of their language, and they will do their best to understand even the
most broken and mispronounced Greek.
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